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Victoria Harms is a PhD candidate in History at the University of Pittsburgh. She is currently on research for her thesis project “Joining forces, matching interests: Hungarian Intellectuals & the ‘West’, 1977-1998.” At Pitt, she is affiliated with the Russian and East European Studies Center. As a teaching assistant, she has taught courses in 19th and 20th century Russian history, early modern British history, and a survey course of cultural history. She is also a 2007 CEU alumni, and holds a BA degree in Cultural and Social Sciences from the European University Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder)/ Germany. She has worked on memory politics for the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, and a comparative study on commemorating World War I battles in France, Germany, and Poland.








By the mid-1980s, non-conformist Hungarian intellectuals could look to a reliable network of supporters in the US, West Germany, and Austria. While banned and harassed at home, the so-called Democratic Opposition received scholarships, funding, and material supplies from the ‘West’ to pursue their academic, literary, and samizdat activities both at home and abroad. 


Whereas the home story of Hungary’s dissidents has been written, their experiences in the ‘West’ are usually neglected. The motivation of their American, German, and Austrian supporters hardly gets any attention. This presentation discusses the Western side of Hungary’s opposition to the Kádár regime. Why did various Western individuals and institutions support Hungarian intellectuals from the cosmopolitan opposition? How did they mutually influence their views and opinions? What does this transnational network mean for our understanding of the Cold War?


This paper argues that Western support for the Democratic Opposition was far from a simple Cold War provocation. Each participant articulated distinct intellectual convictions and political aspirations. Together, they developed a shared view of the past, and a common vision of human rights, civil freedoms, and societal organization, exploited and advanced the multilayered ties between the two blocs, making the Iron Curtain ever more porous.


















